Alpha Kappa Alpha CONSTITUTION

ARTICLE I - NAME

SECTION 1. This organization shall be known as Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated. Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated is a non-profit organization.

ARTICLE II - PURPOSE

The purpose of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority is to cultivate and encourage high scholastic and ethical standards, to promote unity and friendship among college women, to study and help alleviate problems concerning girls and women in order to improve their social stature, to maintain a progressive interest in college life, and to be of service to all mankind. 

ARTICLE IV - BOULE

SECTION 1. Description of the Boule 

a) The Boule shall meet biennially in the summer. 

b) The Boule shall be open to active and honorary members.

c) The officers of the Boule shall be the Supreme Basileus, the First Supreme Anti-Basileus, the Second Supreme Anti-Basileus, the Supreme Grammateus, the Supreme Tamiouchos, the Supreme Parliamentarian, ten Regional Directors and two Undergraduate Members-at-Large. The officers of the Boule constitute the Directorate. 

d) The following are entitled to voting privileges: designated delegates, Former Supreme Basilei, members of the Directorate, Executive Director and Deputy Director. 

e) The quorum for the Boule shall be six members of the Directorate and delegates from one-third of the active chapters. The presence of a copy of the charter is required for the opening of the Boule. 

SECTION 2. Powers of the Boule 

a) The Boule shall have the power to organize, constitute, and charter chapters, both graduate and undergraduate, and have general supervision over the same; to form new regions whenever warranted by the growth of the Sorority; to make, write, compile and promulgate the ritualistic work; to hear and make decisions on all questions that are referred to it, on appeal or otherwise, for final adjudication; and in general, to do and perform every lawful act and thing necessary or expedient for efficiently conducting said Sorority and its branches, as authorized under the laws of Congress, and to have and exercise all powers conferred under subsection 3 of Chapter XVIII of the incorporation laws of the District of Columbia. 

b) The Boule has sole power to dissolve chapters and expel members. 

ARTICLE VII - CHAPTERS

SECTION 1. Each chapter shall have the power to select its own members, subject to the rules and regulations of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated.

SECTION 2. Each chapter shall have the power to hear and adjust matters of differences between its members, to suspend and restore members and to recommend to the Directorate cases for expulsion.  Where no settlement of differences is reached within the chapter, an appeal may be made to the Regional Director and, if necessary, to the Directorate. 

SECTION 3. Each chapter shall have the power to make its own bylaws.  These bylaws must not conflict with the Constitution and Bylaws of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, incorporated. 

Steps to Membership: Undergraduate

(Bylaws, Article IV, Sections 12-26)
1. To be considered a candidate for membership, an undergraduate must have creditable completed one grading period (semester or quarter) in that school, immediately prior to submitting an application, (i.e. Spring GPA’s for Fall; Fall GPA’s for spring and currently be a full-time student when applying for membership. Summer GPA’s are acceptable if:

a) The student matriculated full-time during the Spring immediately prior to the application; and,

b) The full-time hours of the Summer semester or quarter are equivalent to those of other semester or quarter full-time hours, (i.e. 12 hours for Fall/Spring equal 12 hours in the semester.)

The full-time requirement for candidate for undergraduate membership in Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated is as defined by the college or university where the undergraduate membership in Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated, specific documents are required as outlined in the Undergraduate Intake Process Manual. 

The Regional Director can make direct inquiries as to why prospective candidates who were not receive a favorable vote.

Undergraduate candidates who are initiated between December 1 and December 31 in any given year shall be issued the financial card for the following year. This exception does not apply to undergraduates who are initiated prior to December 1, nor does it apply to graduate candidates.

Chapter dues should be paid in advance. For those undergraduates who are initiated during the month of November in any given year the chapter should collect the dues for the following year at the time of initiation so that they will not become inactive in January. For those undergraduates who graduate in December, they will be transferred to General Membership.

Duties and Powers of Chapters

(Section 11)

Each chapter shall have at least one meeting per month except during the summer months. Failure to meet three consecutive months between September and June will make the chapter inactive and ineligible for representation in the Boule. Except for specific officers, attendance at chapter meetings and activities shall be voluntary.

Criteria for Holding Office

An undergraduate member who is pursuing a course of study to a baccalaureate (bachelor’s) degree in an accredited two, three, or four-year senior college or university who has been initiated under Article IV (new Members) of the Bylaws. Member must sustain a C+ average at all times.  

Protocol for Replacing Officers

If any undergraduate member leaves their position as a chapter officer, by choice or mandate, there must be a vote with 2/3 of the chapter membership to vote another member into the position.  

