CONSTITUTION OF

UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA CHAPTER OF 
Sigma Alpha Lambda

Preamble

We the members of Sigma Alpha Lambda, to fully realize our purpose, do hereby adopt and establish this constitution as the guiding instrument of our organization.

ARTICLE I - Name

Section 1 – The name of this group shall be Sigma Alpha Lambda.

ARTICLE II - Affiliations

Section 1 – Sigma Alpha Lambda is considered a local chapter of the national organization of Sigma Alpha Lambda whose daily operations are governed by the Executive Leadership Council (ELC).

Section 2 – The local chapter of Sigma Alpha Lambda must operate in accordance with the constitution and by-laws of the national organization of Sigma Alpha Lambda. 

ARTICLE III - Purpose and Objectives

Section 1 – The purpose of Sigma Alpha Lambda shall be:

· To promote academic excellence at the chapter and national level and to encourage high academic achievement among school-aged children in our community.

· To engage university students, faculty, and staff as well as the surrounding community in meaningful, relevant service initiatives and raise awareness for worthwhile causes.

· To promote an understanding of the service model of leadership, to educate on the philosophy of leading through service, and to develop leadership skills based on the principles of servant leadership.

ARTICLE IV - Membership

Section 1 – 100% of voting membership shall be restricted to University of Alabama students.  Special non-voting memberships may be granted to University of Alabama staff and faculty members and community members outside the University of Alabama setting under special circumstances.  These special members may participate in activities but are not considered voting members.

Section 2 – Sigma Alpha Lambda at University of Alabama shall not restrict membership based on race, national origin, marital status, political affiliation, color, creed, religion, sex/gender, age, disability, veteran status, disability, sexual orientation, gender identity, height, weight, or associational preference, or any other classification, which would deprive the person of consideration as an individual. The organization will guarantee that equal opportunity and equal access to membership, programming, facilities, and benefits shall be open to all persons. 
Section 3 – Membership in Sigma Alpha Lambda is by letter invitation.  The individual, upon receiving the letter invitation must pay the membership fee appropriate for the classification of membership.

Section 4 – The Board of Directors of the national organization of Sigma Alpha Lambda is responsible for determining the membership fee amount.  The membership fee is payable one time during a student’s undergraduate course of study.

Section 5 – As a member, the individual is entitled to all benefits of membership including recognition of academic achievement, receipt of the membership certificate and pin/key, voting in Chapter officer elections, and participation in leadership development and community service opportunities as they arise. 

ARTICLE V – Anti-Hazing Clause

Section 1 – Sigma Alpha Lambda prohibits its members, both individually and collectively from committing any acts of hazing as defined in Article V, Section 2.

Section 2 – ‘Hazing’ means any action or situation, which recklessly or intentionally endangers the mental or physical health or safety of a student for the purpose of initiation or admission into or affiliation with this organization.  Such term shall include, but not be limited to, any brutality of a physical nature, such as whipping, beating, branding, forced calisthenics, exposure to the elements, forced consumption of any food, liquor, drug, or other forced activity which adversely affect the mental health or dignity of the individual to extreme mental stress, such as sleep deprivation, forced exclusion from social contact, forced conduct which could result in extreme embarrassment, or any other forced activity which could adversely affect the mental health or dignity of the individual.  For the purpose of this section, any activity as described above upon which the initiation or admission into or affiliation with this organization is directly or indirectly conditioned shall be presumed to be a ‘forced activity’ the willingness of an individual to participate in such activity notwithstanding.
ARTICLE VI - Officers

Section 1 – The officers of this organization shall be the President, the Vice President, the Secretary and the Treasurer.

Section 2– All officers of the chapter shall serve a 1-year term from June 1 through May 31 with no individual holding the same office more than three consecutive terms.

Section 3 – In the event of a vacancy in the office of the President, the Vice President will fill the office of the President until such time as a new President is selected. All officer vacancies will be filled in accordance with Article IX. 

Section 4 – In the event of a vacancy in the Vice President, the Secretary, or the Treasurer, the remaining officers or members may nominate an individual for filling the vacancy.  Once approved, shall immediately assume the responsibilities of the vacated office.

Section 5 – All officers of this organization shall be currently registered University of Alabama students in good academic and disciplinary standing and must meet the requirements of and be in accordance with the rules governing student organizations on the campus of University of Alabama.

ARTICLE VII – Duties of Officers

Section 1 –The President’s duties shall be to preside over meetings, appoint and oversee organizational functions, and to act as the primary University liaison. 

Section 2 – The Vice President shall assist the president with his/her duties and preside over the organization in the president’s absence.

Section 3 – The Secretary shall handle all meeting records, correspondence, and record and archive all financial documents and records regarding the Chapter.

Section 4 – The Treasurer shall keep account, deposit the organization’s funds, and make expenditures in a manner approved by the Business Office for Student organizations and with approval by the Chapter president.

ARTICLE VIII – Executive Board
Section 1 – The Executive Board shall be made up of the officers of the organization as defined in Article VI.

Section 2 – The term of office for the Executive Board members shall coincide with their term as officers.

Section 3 – Vacancies on the Executive Board shall be filled through the normal course of filling the vacancies of officer positions.   

ARTICLE IX - Elections

Section 1 – The President will be appointed by the ELC.
Section 2 – Following the first full academic year of chapter operation, the Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer positions will be elected by a plurality of the current active membership voting.

Section 3 – Any member including the officers may submit nominations for Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer positions.
Section 4 – All those nominated including self-nominations, shall submit their qualifications via online application form.  All applications must be completed by March 1.
Section 5 – Upon receipt of the applications, the President shall communicate the election candidates to the members via electronic mail and all votes must be returned by March 15.  The President shall either be responsible for conducting elections and the tally of votes at a regular meeting or request the National the National Office to conduct electronic elections.  In either case, the President shall communicate the winning candidates to the chapter membership.
Section 6 – In the case of a tie, between two or more of the nominees, the President shall communicate via electronic mail those candidates in the runoff and a new vote shall be taken following the same process as in the initial vote and completed by April 15. 

Section 7 – Should the Chapter be unable to complete elections and fill vacant officer positions by April 15, the chapter shall seek assistance in soliciting applications for any Officer position anticipated to be vacant in the following academic year and with assistance from the national office, shall appoint officers to these vacant positions. 

ARTICLE X – Removal of Officers

Section 1 – An officer who fails to maintain University of Alabama requirements for holding office shall resign immediately. 

Section 2 – A removal request by the membership must be submitted to the Executive Board in writing and signed by at least 10 active members and 2 officers.  The request must outline in detail the reason(s) for dismissal.  Upon approval of the request, a copy of the request shall be provided to the offending officer by one of the two officers who signed the request.

Section 3 – Within two weeks of, but no more than four weeks after the delivery of the request to the offending officer, a removal hearing shall be held at which the grievance will be presented with both sides having an opportunity to present a case.  The schedule for this hearing shall be communicated to the active membership via electronic mail at least 10 days prior to the hearing.

Section 4 – The Advisor, or an Advisor approved designee, shall preside over the removal hearing.  After all arguments have been heard, a written secret-ballot vote of those voting members in attendance at the hearing shall be held.  If at least 75% of the voting members present vote for removal, the officer shall be removed immediately.

Section 5 – An officer whose dereliction of duty adversely affects the operation of the chapter or who is in violation of campus, chapter or national policies shall be subject to removal by or a binding unanimous vote of the ELC the result of which shall be written notification delivered via certified mail addressed to the officer being removed at the campus address of the organization and shall take effect immediately. 

Section 6 – If the President is removed or resigns, the Vice President will fill the role of President in the interim and until such time as the new President has been identified.  All officer vacancies will be filled in accordance with Article IX.

ARTICLE XI - Meetings

Section 1 – Sigma Alpha Lambda shall meet at least one time per academic term (excluding summer and mini/short terms) at a time and place as determined by the President.

Section 2 – An announcement will be distributed via electronic mail for any member with an electronic mail address on file with the national office. 

Section 3 – A quorum for conducting business at regularly scheduled and special meetings shall be composed of a supermajority (75%) of the chapter officers and the active committee chairpersons.

ARTICLE XII – Chapter Activities

Section 1 – Chapter activities shall consist of meetings as described in Article XI, fundraising activities and community service activities.

Section 2 – With the exception of Officer attendance at meetings of the Executive Board, individual member participation in Chapter activities shall be purely voluntary in nature.

Section 3 – The consumption or use of alcoholic beverages or any illegal substance is strictly prohibited at any Sigma Alpha Lambda event or activity.

ARTICLE XIII - Funds

Section 1 – All funds shall be held in either a university managed account or an office campus FDIC insured account with dual signatures of the Chapter President and Chapter Treasurer on all organization checks.  

Section 2 – In the event the account is established at an off campus financial institution, the Executive Director of the National Office of Sigma Alpha Lambda shall be a signatory on the account.  The Executive Director’s signature is not required to initiate a disbursement but is to serve in an administrative capacity to facilitate the transfer of new signatories to the account at the beginning of each new term of office.

Section 3 – The Chapter will, as it deems necessary, undertake fundraising initiatives for its own purposes.  All fund-raising shall be conducted in accordance with University of Alabama policies and procedures and with the policies and procedures of the national organization of Sigma Alpha Lambda. 
Section 4 – Any payments to be made from the account must be initiated by the Treasurer and approved by the Chapter President.  

Section 5 – The Advisor or the national organization must approve any payment in excess of $100.

Section 6 – The purchase of alcoholic beverages or any illegal substance using Sigma Alpha Lambda funds is strictly prohibited.

Section 7 – The organization shall not incur any debt of any kind whatsoever.
Section 8 – The organization shall not charge any local dues to members.

Section 9 – Upon dissolution of the organization, the net assets shall be distributed for one or more exempt purposes within Section 501(c)\(3) of the Internal Revenue Code or shall be distributed to the Federal Government, or to a state or local government or to University of Alabama.

ARTICLE XIV - Advisor

Section 1 – The Chapter President may select a Chapter Advisor.  This selection must be in accordance with the rules governing student organizations on the campus of University of Alabama.  

Section 2 – In the event the chapter president is unable to select a chapter advisor, the national organization shall be contacted for assistance in identifying and selecting an appropriate chapter advisor.

Section 3 – The duties of the advisors shall include but not be limited to administrative procedures as required for advisors by the rules governing student organizations on the campus of University of Alabama.  The advisor shall provide guidance and counsel to the chapter Executive Board and, as time permits, participate in chapter meetings and activities.

Section 4 – The advisor(s) shall be ex-officio, non-voting member(s).

ARTICLE XV - Committees

Section 1 – The chapter President shall create any committees deemed beneficial to Sigma Alpha Lambda.

ARTICLE XVI – Parliamentary Procedures

Section 1 – Meetings shall be run according to Robert’s Rule of Order, Newly Revised by Sarah Corbin Roberts.

ARTICLE XVII – Amendments

Section 1 – Sigma Alpha Lambda shall operate in accordance with all applicable University of Alabama provisions. 

Section 2 – This constitution shall serve as a complement to the National Constitution of Sigma Alpha Lambda.

Section 3 – Any active member may introduce an amendment to this constitution during the course of business at any regular or special meeting.  The amendment shall be distributed via electronic mail following the meeting to all active student members with an electronic mail address on file with the chapter or the national office.  Voting will occur via electronic mail and all votes must be returned within two weeks of electronic distribution of the amendment.  

Section 4 – Any amendment or by-law changes to this constitution brought forth by the membership shall be passed by a majority vote (50%+1) of active members voting.

Section 5 – The national organization may introduce an amendment to this constitution at any time via written or electronic communication to the President.  The amendment shall be distributed via electronic mail to the officers and active committee chairpersons within one week of receipt by the president.  Voting will occur via electronic mail and all votes must be returned within two weeks of electronic distribution of the amendment.   The amendment shall be passed by a super majority vote (75%) of the officers and active committee chairpersons.

Section 6 – All amendments shall take effect immediately following passage based on the final vote count and any procedural requirements of University of Alabama.

ARTICLE XVIII – Revocation or Suspension of Charter

Section 1 – The national organization reserves the right to either temporarily suspend or permanently revoke the charter of the University of Alabama of Sigma Alpha Lambda if, in the sole opinion of the ELC, the actions of the Chapter and/or its officers are considered to be detrimental to the greater good of the national organization, its chapters, and/or its members.

ARTICLE XIX - Ratification

Section 1 – The constitution shall be developed and approved by the Executive Leadership Council of the National Office of Sigma Alpha Lambda and ratified by a majority (50% + 1) of those active members voting at the time of adoption.

ADOPTED:

this ________ day of _____________ in the year _______.

Signed:

___________________

Chapter President

